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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

BO2 WILGON, CALIF. ,
S M. ASHBROOK, OHIO WASHINGTON, B.C. 26515
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Honorable Stansfield Turner f
Director of Central Intelligence
Washingten, D.C. 20505

Dear Admiral Turner:
”
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On November 3, 1977, this Cowmmittes mzt to G
the most appropriate procedures to assure a thorowgh
legislative review of covert action and sensitive intelli-
gence collection operations. The Committee approved a set
of guidelines and I am wr 1t1ng te inform you about them,

’ and to ask your cooperation in helping the Committee

meet its obligations in this area.

The first guideline approved by the Committee has
to do with the operations which it believes cught to be
reported to the Committee. The Committee wishes to know,
of course, about covert actions (as required by the Hughes-
Ryan Amendment); but it also wants to be informed about
sensitive intelligence-ecoeliection~operations which are or
might be directed against Aperican . citizens, carry a high
risk of j2le) litical damage to the United States if exposed,
are ;a;ge_ar_cosbly, have a high risk of exposure, Oor are
partlc ularly impoxrtant in their objectives. The Committee
witid like you, us Directcr of the intelligence comnurnity,
to require the appropriate officials to report to the
Committee on sensitive intelligence collection operations
which have these characteristics, and to respond to these
general reporting criteria in an inclusive manner. (In
addition to the many items that would naturally fall
within these criteria, the Committee wants to receive
detailed summaries of all ;g;gééggggggggg;gggéagbn"wrlttfn
and oral--reached with other nations, including agreements
falling both inside and outside the usual reporting to
Congress under the Case-Zablocki Act.)

In a related set of guidelines, the Committee approved
a recommendation requiring the DCI to report to me and to
the Committze Staff Director, Thomas K. Latimer, within
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&ﬁwhourq that a Presidoeontial finding opn covert action has

been made, ox_that & highly sensitive intn)lligence collection
operation is scheduled to begin. .

Also, to keep itself continually informad on sensitive
I 2z

intelligence activities, the Committee wishes t©o receive

quarterly b11ofingq on the status of ¢o: actions and

1mportan+ collection operations We would 1ike the final
quarterly briefing Lo include an annual repori on these
activities. Morveover, at the time of tha i
reviews, the Commnittee wishes to be info 1 out the

termination of any covert action or sensitive collaction
operation, and its outcome.

Lastly, the Committee would like you to visit us
again as soon as possible to follow throuyh on your
1ntroductor7 brLLflng on covert action. Wb would now

actlons you summarlzed on your October 19 vis! Lt. Without
getting into the names of agents and aooets, the Committee
would like to know in some detail the ohje ctives, targets,
methods, source of authority and extent of policy coordinas
tion, associated with each operablon At this same tlmv,
we would like you to brief us in full on CIA activities

if any, within or against Jamaica since 19%52. As you
know, allegations have appeared in the press regarding
CIA assassination attempts against Jamaican Prime Minister
Michael Manley; the Committee has an obligation to examine
these charges.

The guidelines I have outlined here represent only
a first step toward determ*nlnq workable and thorougn
proceduLcs for the regular review of sensitive intelligence
programs. The Ceommittee will further shapc and refine
its methods, in cooperation with you, as time passes.
We continue to hope and trust that the intelligence
community and the House of Representatives can work
together in the best interests of the country to develop
an effective program of legislative oversight in the

ey

intelligence field.
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With every good wish, I am,

“4E§i?cerell\yours,
_ /&/«
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{_EDWARD P ”‘"I‘BQLA\’ T
,//Chalrman .. .

cc: Honoratle zbigniew Brzezinski
Assig [ole} the President
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The Director of Central Intelligence

Washington. D. C. 20505
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